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CALCULATED FINAL AREA AND CROP FIGURES OF SUNFLOWER SEED AND SOYA-BEANS: 
2004/05 PRODUCTION SEASON
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	Sunflower seed
	460 000
	620 000
	497 100
	664 010

	Soya-beans
	150 000
	272 500
	152 640
	277 370


At its meeting held on  29 September 2005, the Crop Estimates Liaison Committee (CELC) discussed the finalisation of the sunflower seed and soya-bean area and crop production figures for the 2004/05 season.

The estimated total production figures were revised, using the published figures of the South African Grain Information Services (SAGIS) of actual deliveries (January to August 2005) as the basis for the calculations.  Provision was also made for sunflower seed and soya-beans still expected to be delivered during the rest of the season (September to December 2005).

In the case of sunflower seed, the SAGIS delivery figures from January to August 2005 amount to 604 510 tons.  Provision was made for an estimated 10 840 tons of sunflower seed still to be delivered until the end of the season.  The retentions of sunflower seed for own use on farms is estimated at 4 650 tons.  The total sunflower seed crop is therefore determined by adding the retentions figure of 4 650 tons (0,75%) to the estimated delivery figure of 615 350 tons (99,25%) – a total of 620 000 tons. Comparing the re-calculated sunflower seed figure with the figure set by the Crop Estimates Committee (CEC) during September 2005, the CEC has over-estimated the commercial sunflower seed crop by 44 010 tons or 7,1%.  The area planted to sunflower seed was also adjusted downwards, from 497 100 ha to 460 000 ha.  The average yield is 1,35 t/ha.

The re-calculated soya-bean crop is 272 500 tons – consisting of actual deliveries of 256 674 tons, projected deliveries of 8 826 tons and retentions on farms of 7 000 tons.  Comparing the re-calculated soya-bean crop figure with the figure estimated by the CEC, the Committee has also over-estimated the commercial soya-bean crop by 4 870 tons or 1,79%.  The area planted is approximately 150 000 ha, with an average yield of 1,82 t/ha.
Please note that the final calculated production figures of the other summer crops (including groundnuts) will be released on 2 December 2005.
Industry role-players are once again requested to actively participate in the crop estimates process in order to continuously improve the accuracy of the estimates.

This information is also available on the Internet at http://www.nda.agric.za/food security issues or http://www.sagis.org.za.
